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Record Breaker
Senior Isabelle Banez ‘digs’ her way to victory
Isabelle Banez had a goal.The DePaul women’s volleyball player aimed to surpass the 
milestone of making 1,000 career digs. A dig is a defensive move in 
which a player, using close-set arms, de ects a hard-driven, low ball 
spiked by an opposing player and passes it to a teammate.
Not only did the three-time consecutive BIG EAST All-Academic 
Team selection and BIG EAST Player of the Week reach her goal, but 
she ended up breaking a university record. On 
top of the 439 digs she made in 2018, Banez 
 nished the 2019 season with 566 digs. It turns 
out no other Blue Demon had made that many 
digs in a season since 1999.
Raised in the Portage Park neighborhood of 
Chicago, Banez grew up playing basketball and 
volleyball. In uenced by her parents, who had 
played volleyball back in their home country 
of the Philippines, Banez joined club volleyball 
in high school and ended up devoting herself 
to the sport.
A DePaul coach  rst spotted her when she was playing a tournament 
in California as a sophomore in high school. Once she visited the 
Lincoln Park campus, something clicked.
“I really fell in love with DePaul. I was drawn to the opportunity 
to represent my city while also seeing my family in the stands at every 
game,” she says.
Now a senior, Banez looks back on her athletics career with satisfac-
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tion. She was selected as Most Valuable Player at the 2019 Dr. Mary 
Jo Wynn Invitational Tournament and made the All-Tournament 
Team at the CEFCU Invitational that same year.
“ ese were de nitely some of the biggest highlights of my career. 
It’s really special to be recognized for my accomplishments,” she says.
Banez loves the closeness of her team and the thrill of competing. 
“When it comes to game time, especially standing in line for the national 
anthem and the  rst few points of the game, that’s 
when I’m most nervous and excited. When it ends 
up being a super-close game, and we  nally come 
out with a win, there’s no better feeling,” she says.
A health sciences major with minors in 
biological sciences and psychology, Banez 
intends to enter the physical therapy field. 
“Ever since I was young, I wanted to be in a 
health-related career because of my love for 
sports ,” she says.
In the meantime, Banez plans on ending her 
DePaul career on a high note. “My goal is for us 
to beat Marquette and  nish in the top 4 of the BIG EAST,” she says.
Banez has upped her digs goal, too. “My dad and I have this goal 
for me to get to 2,000 digs,” she says.
It won’t be easy considering the team had its fall season postponed 
until the spring due to COVID-19, but that doesn’t deter her. “ at 
goal is now a long shot, but this is my last year so I’m going to do my 
best. I look forward to whatever comes,” she says.
“I really fell in love with 
DePaul. I was drawn to the 
opportunity to represent 
my city while also seeing 
my family in the stands at 
every game.”
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Despite the considerable challenges 
brought on by the coronavirus pan-
demic, DePaul’s student-athletes 
came through like true champions. 
They fi nished the spring quarter with 
a record-setting 3.712 grade-point 
average (GPA), with women’s tennis 
student-athletes achieving a perfect 
4.0 GPA. Men’s tennis players weren’t 
far behind at 3.961, while women’s 
basketball players achieved a GPA of 
3.905. Over the entire academic year, 
the Blue Demons recorded the highest 
cumulative GPA in DePaul athletics 
history—3.556. The previous high was 
3.445 in both 2017-18 and 2018-19.
 Stonewall, Campbell 
Rise to the Next Level
Former Blue Demons women’s basket-
ball standouts Kelly Campbell (CSH ’20) 
and Chante Stonewall (CSH ’20) have 
signed to play professionally in Europe. 
All-BIG EAST point guard Campbell 
is playing with the XCYDE Angels in 
Nördlingen, Germany, while honor-
able-mention All-American Stonewall is 
playing with USO Mondeville in France. 
Just before graduating, Stonewall re-
ceived the BIG EAST Sport Excellence 
Award for women’s basketball.
 DePaul Tops BIG EAST in 
Team Academic Awards
Among six teams winning BIG EAST 
Team Academic Awards, DePaul and 
St. John’s tied for the most awards in 
the conference. A total of 23 teams 
were recognized for having the high-
est collective grade-point averages in 
each conference sport. Top GPA teams 
at DePaul were women’s basketball, 
women’s indoor track and fi eld, men’s 
soccer, men’s tennis, women’s tennis and 
volleyball. DePaul has led the BIG EAST 
in Team Academic Excellence Awards 
in eight of the last 10 years.
 Community Service 
National Accolades 
DePaul’s student-athletes continued a 
tradition of community service as they 
fi nished 15th in the NCAA Division I Team 
Works Challenge. In concert with partner 
Helper Helper, the Team Works Challenge 
allows schools to track and manage their 
annual community service e orts. This 
was DePaul’s first appearance in the 
challenge. The men’s tennis team placed 
sixth among all men’s tennis programs 
at the Division I level. In addition, Coach 
Matt Brothers’ men’s tennis program won 
the Intercollegiate Tennis Association 
(ITA) Community Service Award for the 
third time in the last four years, and its 
3.89 GPA for the academic year was 
among the highest among Division I ten-
nis teams. Coach Marisa Arce’s women’s 
tennis team was also among the nation’s 
best tennis teams with a 3.85 GPA.
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Kelly Campbell (CSH ’20) and Chante Stonewall (CSH ’20) 
have signed to play professionally in Europe. 
